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Good assessment is….


Course Description:

Focusing on assessment FOR learning rather than assessment OF learning, this workshop will explore the use of formative assessments in the classroom and how they can be used to promote student achievement. In addition to understanding the role and use of formative assessments, participants will examine the use of rubrics to help students (and parents) chart development, as well as grading and reporting practices that promote student growth.  Teachers will unpack the tools used to communicate with students and parents about a child's learning: reporting documents, report cards, grades, rubrics, and state assessments scores.  What do these measures communicate?   How can we ensure that they work effectively to help students learn? 

Course Objectives:
Participants will:

· Develop a common language for describing and understanding assessment
· Explore the ways in which assessment can support student learning

· Examine methods for involving students in their learning

· Examine grading and reporting practices that promote student growth

Guiding Questions:
· How can we use assessments FOR learning?

· How can we involve students in learning?

· How can we communicate learning to parents? The community?

When Do We Assess Students 
To Obtain The Data We Need?

Diagnostic/Formative/Summative Assessment

	MOMENTS
	STAKES
	PURPOSES
	EXAMPLES
	Percent of your assessment system devoted to this type of assessment

	DIAGNOSTIC or BASELINE

(before teaching)
	LOW

stakes
	to gather data so as to plan for instruction, place children, secure additional services
	· Letter to teacher about new grade

· Concept/topic map

· On-demand task
	

	FORMATIVE or PERIODIC

(while teaching)
	LOW

stakes
	to gather data so as to adjust instruction, services
	· + or – suggestions on work in progress

· Assignment checklist or rubric used while students are working

· Reflection questions as students work

· Talk aloud and think aloud while solving problems

· Readiness questions: Are you ready to…?

· Review for test or draft of paper
	

	SUMMATIVE or CULMINATING

(after teaching)
	HIGH

stakes
	to evaluate and make decisions regarding grades, promotion, graduation
	· Test

· Research paper

· Exhibition

· Portfolio submission

· Oral presentation
	


Adapted from LCI, Ltd. “Divirsified Assessment Practices” Module


The Evidence Continuum

Diagnostic Evaluation

Formative Evaluation


Summative Evaluation

“Pre-Test”



“Mid-Course Correction”

“Post-Test”

Evidence of a Problem

Evidence that we’re


Evidence of Success








working on it



Disaggregated Results







Indicators of Success




How do we know there’s

How do we know we’re



How do we know we made a 

   a problem?



  working on it?




  difference?

What does it look like now?

How do we know efforts


     For whom?







  are being made?



    Under what conditions?







How do we know we’re







  making progress?



Now where are we?







How do we know what we should ..







  keep doing?  do differently?







 scrap altogether?







How do we know what additional







  resources are needed?

Sam’s Story

You are Sam’s new teacher for the upcoming year and need to assess his proficiency in English Language Arts.  You are interested in making a decision about Sam’s mastery of the ELA content taught and to design an instructional plan for him.  How much faith would you put into each of the following sources?

	
	Would trust as a sole measure
	Would trust as one of several highly relevant measures
	Not directly relevant but the information might be useful
	Wouldn’t tell much that is useful

	1. Scores from        in-class ELA tests last year
	
	
	
	

	2. Writing samples

	
	
	
	

	3. IQ Score

	
	
	
	

	4. NYS Assessment Scores for ELA

	
	
	
	

	5. A portfolio of work in all subject areas
	
	
	
	

	6. DIBELS assessment
	
	
	
	

	7. Sam’s self-report on performance in ELA
	
	
	
	

	8. Report from teacher on Sam’s performance in ELA
	
	
	
	

	9.  Sam’s parents assessment on performance in ELA
	
	
	
	

	10. Psychological Assessment results

	
	
	
	


Adapted from NWREL Toolkit : Designing High Quality Assessments

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/toolkit98/chapter3.html
Diagnostic, Formative or Summative?

	Exit Tickets


	

	DIBELS


	

	Document Based Question


	

	Student portfolios


	

	NYS Assessment in ELA


	

	Anticipation guide on textbook chapter


	

	Weekly spelling quiz


	

	Learning Styles Inventory


	

	True/False Test


	

	Concept Map


	

	Writing Assignment using Rubric


	


How Do We Assess Students 
To Obtain The Data We Need?
Types of Assessment

	TYPE
	EXAMPLES


(What students can REMEMBER or RECOGNIZE)

	
	multiple choice

T/F 

matching

fill-in

short answer



	PRODUCT

(What students CREATE/PRODUCE)
	Poster

research report

essay

sculpture

lab report

model



	PERFORMANCE

(What students PERFORM)
	oral/panel presentation

role play

debate

skit

oral reading

basketball game



	PROCESS

(HOW students THINK, LEARN, WORK, WRITE, PROBLEM SOLVE)


	journal

verbal reflection

logs

think alouds




Adapted from LCI, Ltd. “Divirsified Assessment Practices” Module
REFLECTION: 

Looking back at the assessments you listed – how do you assess?

Congruence in Assessment
Assessment is congruent if it is aligned with and supports specific curriculum, instruction, and assessment targets.  Identify the most appropriate type of assessment for each of the examples on the left-hand side.

	Objective/Instructional Target
	Recall
	Product
	Performance
	Process

	Identify 2 continents on a blank map
	
	
	
	

	Create a map that goes from the class to the main office
	
	
	
	

	Use a map to find a specific place in the neighborhood
	
	
	
	

	Explain how you decided the best route for a map you developed
	
	
	
	

	Identify the titles of songs

	
	
	
	

	Describe how you created the song
	
	
	
	

	Play the song you wrote

	
	
	
	

	Write a song using a specific composer’s style

	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate operations using manipulatives
	
	
	
	

	Know mathematics facts

	
	
	
	

	Write a lesson plan aimed at teaching a mathematics operation
	
	
	
	

	Explain how you solved a mathematical problem

	
	
	
	

	Deliver a presentation on a book you read
	
	
	
	

	Recall parts of a book you read

	
	
	
	

	Write a book review

	
	
	
	

	Describe what was confusing about a book you read
	
	
	
	


Aligning Assessments to Instructional Targets
Instructional objective/target: Students will use newly acquired mathematical skills to solve multi-step problems.
	Assessment Activity
	What type of assessment is this?
	What is this activity measuring?

	1. Students respond to true-false questions about the best procedures to follow in solving multi-step problems.

	
	

	2. Students work individually to solve a familiar multi-step problem involving manipulatives.  The teacher observes and judges their efforts and work.

	
	

	3. Students are given a multi-step problem they have never seen, then are asked to solve it in their workbook and describe how they did it.

	
	

	4. Students are given a multiple choice test that asks them to identify the right answer for 5 different problems.

	
	

	5. Students are asked to identify the errors in a solution to multi-step problems.

	
	


Which of these assessments is closest to the target? Why?

Which of these assessments is furthest from the target? Why?
Application and Reflection
	Instructional objective/target
	Assessment activity
	Type of Assessment
	What is the activity measuring?
	Congruent?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


If there is no congruence – what do you need to change?
Assessment Practices


to Enhance Learning
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Good Assessment








