Designing Quality Assessments

Building/Department Self-Assessment

	
	+ I understand

?  I have questions

-  I’m unfamiliar
	Place a ( in the column that best matches your assessment of the educators with whom you work

	The educators in my building/department ... 
	I understand why this is important to a quality assessment system
	None of my teachers do this

regularly
	Some of my teachers do this occasionally
	Some of my teachers do this

regularly
	All of my teachers do this

regularly
	NA or I am not sure

	Clear Learning Targets

	clearly articulate learning targets that are focused on knowledge, reasoning, skill or dispositions.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	help students understand the reason for understanding the learning targets  (“I need to decode in order to be able to comprehend and learn from text based resources”).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	provide opportunities for students to see examples of quality related to the learning targets.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	design learning experiences aligned with learning targets.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment Design
	

	align assessments to learning targets.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	designs questions or tasks that address the different types of learning targets.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use a variety of assessment types (recall, product, performance, process). 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use diagnostic assessments to discover what students know and don’t know related to  learning  target. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use formative assessments to make needed adjustments to lessons and units in progress.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use summative assessments to enable students to demonstrate what they’ve learned through a presentation, performance, or product. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use summative assessments that have a real audience and for a purpose beyond school.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	see formative assessment as part of the learning process and deemphasizes grades.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	design and use reliable classroom assessments which are likely to produce the same results at different points in time. 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	design and use valid classroom assessments that are well-matched to the learning target.
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Criteria for Assessment
	

	define what quality related to an assessment looks like using a rubric. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	define the requirements of a task using a checklist.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	uses the analysis of anchors and exemplars to help students understand the expectations for quality.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	defines quality performance based on qualitative terms rather than quantitative terms in a rubric.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	uses language students can understand for communicating assessment criteria.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	establish explicit and fair criteria when scoring or evaluating quantitatively. Students do not need to ask, “Why did I get this grade?”
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Feedback
	

	build in opportunities for specific, descriptive feedback during the learning progress.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	suggest choices students may take to revise/refine their understanding so students can take ownership for next steps
	
	
	
	
	
	

	aligns feedback with criteria for assessment defined by rubrics and checklists.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Involvement
	

	expect students to be able to talk about the learning targets they are working towards when asked.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	involve students in writing the rubrics/checklists used to define quality.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to self and peer assess.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of their work during the learning process so revisions/refinements can be made.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to set goals based on their own assessment of their current levels of performance.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to monitor their progress toward their goals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	require students to choose “best next steps” to take as they work toward goals.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	uses different types of student reflection to support their learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to brainstorm different ways of showing what they know or can do 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to select the way they will show their learning of a concept or skill and/or accept reasonable alternatives to teacher-generated assessment choices
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ask students to select the material or readings to support content they want them to learn and/or accept reasonable alternatives to teacher-generated assessment choices
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communication
	

	use a record keeping system that tracks progress over time on informal assessments.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	communicate what learning targets are assessed to students and parents.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	communicate what the symbol (grade, number, percentage, etc.) means to the students and parents.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	determine grades in a way that is consistent with other teachers in the department/grade level.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	use accurate assessments – aligned with targets, appropriate sampling, minimal bias  - to determine grades.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	are willing and able to discuss a student’s grade and/or placement decision at length with parent and/or students.
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