Different Times, Different Households

Think about some families you know.  Have you ever noticed how some households are different from your own?  How are households similar and different from each other?

For this lesson, we are going to visit two households – one from the 17th century (1601-1700) and one from the 19th century (1801-1900).  With a partner, brainstorm everything you know about those eras.

Before we look at the two household, we need to set the criteria for examining those households.   We’ll pay close attention to the following when reading today:
The father’s role

The daughter’s role

The nature of the world

The nature of the home

Use the graphic organizer on the next page to capture your thoughts as you read.
Now let’s visit two households…..

A 17th Century Farmer Talks to His Daughter

Recognizing that I, like all men, will one day perish, I invited my daughter, little Katy, into my study.  I told my child that I am to die shortly, and she must, when I am dead, remember everything I said unto her.  I set before her the sinful and woeful condition of her nature, and I charged her to pray in secret places every day without ceasing that God for the sake of Jesus Christ would give her a new heart.  I wished her to live happily under God and abide by the laws governing her existence here.  I gave her to understand that when I am taken from her she must look to meet with more humbling afflictions than she does now [when] she has a careful and tender father to provide for her.

“Father is Coming” (19th Century Song)
The clock is on the stroke of six, 

The father’s work is done.

Sweep up the hearth and tend the fire,

And put the kettle on.

The wild night wind is blowing cold, 

‘Tis dreary crossing o’er the world.
He’s crossing over the world apace, 

He’s stronger than the storm;

He does not feel the cold, not he,

His heart it is so warm;

For father’s heart is stout and true

As ever human bosom knew…

Nay, do not close the shutters, child;

For along the lane

The little window looks, and he

Can see it shining plain.

I’ve heard him say he loves to mark

The cheerful firelight through the dark.

Hark! Hark! I hear his footsteps now

He’s through the garden gate.

Run, little Bess, and open the door, 

And do not let him wait.

Shout, baby, shout! And clap thy hands, 

For father on the threshold stands.

	17th Century Family
	Criteria
	19th Century Family

	
	Father’s Role


	

	
	Daughter’s Role


	

	
	Nature of the Home


	

	
	Nature of the World


	

	
	Other:


	


Now, working with a partner, identify the similarities and differences between the two households.

	17th Century Family

	19th Century Family

	Similarities




Be prepared to discuss the following questions as a full group and take notes.
1. Are the two home more alike or more different? Explain your response.

2. What do you suspect to be some of the causes for the differences between the homes?

3. What generalizations can you make about families, the times they live in, and how those factors affect the roles they assume?

4. Think about our society today.  How does our time and culture affect the role that fathers play in our families?

Your Final Assignment: Write a “Want Ad” for a 21st Century Father. Make sure that you include information that relates to the criteria we examined in our descriptions and comparisons.
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