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Scoring the Elementary 
Social Studies Assessment

Theresa Gray
Coordinator, School Improvement Program
October 2, 2007

The Basics

• Bathrooms!!
• The Materials
• “Parking Lot”
• The wiki

Just Like Me!!!

• I am here!!
• I hit the snooze button at least 

TWICE this morning!!
• I have scored the Grade 5 SS 

Assessment before.
• I have attended scoring training 

before.

Just Like Me!!!

• I teach 5th grade.
• I teach 4th grade.
• I teach 3rd grade.
• I teach special education.
• I teach something you did not 

mention……..
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Structure of the Test

• Please review the test materials 
provided with a partner.

• Questions? Concerns? 

Components and Weighting of the Grade 5 
Elementary Social Studies Assessment

10% Scaffolded
questions

20% Essay

1Document Based 
Question (DBQ)

20%3-4Constructed 
Response

50%35Multiple-choice items

APPROXIMATE 
PERCENTAGE OF 

TEST
NUMBER OF ITEMSITEM TYPE

New York State Social 
Studies Assessments

Assessments

ELEMENTARY
November 2007

INTERMEDIATE
June 2008

COMMENCEMENT
January/June 2008

Global History and Geography
US History and Government
•50 multiple choice items
•1 thematic essay
•1 DBQ with 5 point rubric

•45 multiple choice items
•3-4 constructed response
•1 DBQ with 5 point rubric

•35 multiple choice
•3-4 constructed response
•1 DBQ with 4 point rubric

Multiple Choice 
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Multiple Choice 

• May be hand scored or machine 
scored

• If student provides more than 
one answer for a question – must 
draw a line through the entire 
line in colored pencil : 

No credit !!

Constructed Response

Each item 
consists of a 
single prompt or 
stimulus (graph, 
chart, map, 
timeline, reading 
passage, etc.) on 
which open 
ended questions 
are based

Amount of Credit

• Scoring rubric applied
• Whole points are 

awarded, no half points
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Note!!!

• A student does not need to 
write using complete sentences 
to receive credit.

• A response copied directly from 
the source document or 
paraphrased is correct.

• No partial credit given on this 
section.

PRACTICE!!

Materials:

• Booklet 1

• Booklet 1 Rating Guide
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IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT!IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT!
You may ADD to the rubric, but you 

may NOT CHANGE it.

DBQ SCAFFOLD

• Process similar to Constructed 
Response Questions

• Answers are generally found 
directly in the document

• Scored by only ONE rater
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Scoring the Scaffold

• Half points are 
awarded for 
questions.

• When scoring for 
the entire section 
is complete –
round to the 
nearest whole 
number.

Practice!!

• At your tables, answer each of the 
scaffolding questions. (I)

• As a table, review the rubric. (G)
– What additional answers might be 

acceptable?
– What possible answers do you have 

questions about?

IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT!IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT!
You may ADD to the rubric, but you 

may NOT CHANGE it.

ESSAY!!

HOLISTIC vs. ANALYTIC
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What is “Holistic” Scoring?

A procedure for evaluating essays as complete 
units rather than as a collection of  constituent 
elements

“the whole is greater than the sum of it’s parts”

Purpose is to enable valid, quick and reliable 
evaluation of student essays

In other words, 
what the State calls a “four”

is not a perfect paper!!!

Think “Pie”….
Thoroughly addresses 

the task

Uses accurate 
data from at least 

4 documents

Develops ideas 
using supporting 

evidence

Demonstrates 
logical plan of 
organization

Or think of it this way…

You are looking for ACHIEVEMENT, not 
deficiency!!

• One draft writing being scored
• Purpose is to determine if a student 

“meets the standards”
• This is a STATE determination of 

standards, not your expectations
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Review the Rubric!!

• Read each of the score points. (I)
• With a partner, discuss the 

difference between adjoining score 
points. (P)

• As a table, what are the “hallmarks”
of each score point?(G)

The Task….

Brainstorm!!Brainstorm!!
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But remember this is 
HOLISTIC scoring….

Anchor Papers

• Review the anchor paper 4-A
– Why is this a “four” paper?

Anchor Papers

• Read Anchor Paper 3-A 
– Why is this paper a “three”?
– What distinguishes it from the “four” that we read?

More Anchor Papers

• Read Anchor Paper 2-C
• What makes this a “two”?
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The Rest of the Anchor 
Papers…..

Read Anchor papers for a score point of 
1 and the zero Anchor Paper.

What are the “hallmarks” of these
score points?

Using the Practice Papers

• Read each practice paper and assign it 
a score using the rubric. (I)

• Discuss your scores with a partner – be 
sure to be ready to explain, with specific 
examples, your score selection. (P)

“I’m sorry Luke, but we have to stick to the 
State rubric.”

Resolving Essay Scores

ONLY the table/scoring 
leader may resolve a score 
using ½ points.
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Determining the Final Score Parking Lot Issues

Most Valuable Point


