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Text-to-self – Connections that readers make between text and their past experiences or background knowledge.  

An example of a text-to-self connection might be, "This story reminds me of a vacation we took to my grandfather’s farm."
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Text-to-text – Connections that readers make between the text they are reading and another text, including books( and their authors), poems, scripts, songs and even movies.

“This character has the same problem that I read about in a story last year,” would be an example of a text-to-text connection. 
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Text-to-world – Connections that readers make between the text and the bigger issues, events or concerns of society and the world at large.  Often it is the text-to-world connections that teachers are trying to enhance when they teach lessons in science, social studies, and literature. 
An example of a text-to-world connection would be when a reader says, "I saw a program on television that talked about things described in this article."

Below are some examples of questions that can be used to facilitate student connections:

Text-to-self:
What does this remind me of in my life? 
What is this similar to in my life? 
How is this different from my life? 
Has something like this ever happened to me?
How does this relate to my life?
What were my feelings when I read this?

Text-to-text:
What does this remind me of in another book I’ve read? 
How is this text similar to other things I’ve read? 
How is this different from other books I’ve read?
Have I read about something like this before?

Text-to-world:
What does this remind me of in the real world?
How is this text similar to things that happen in the real world? 
How is this different from things that happen in the real world? 
How did that part relate to the world around me? 
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